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UM PICKED BY STATE DEPARTMENT TO HOST BOSNIAN STUDENTS 
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana is hosting five students from Bosnia this year under the 
auspices of the U.S. State Department’s Bosnia Herzegovina Undergraduate Program.
The program, developed as part of a U.S. effort to rebuild Bosnia after a protracted 
civil war, aims to develop a cadre of future leaders for Bosnia and Herzegovina and foster 
greater understanding between Bosnians and Americans.
The five Bosnians at UM are among a group of 10 outstanding students chosen to study 
at American universities this year under the program. They underwent a rigorous competitive 
selection process in Sarajevo before being chosen, and they received an orientation by the State 
Department before scattering to their respective universities.
Three went to the University of New Hampshire, two to the University of Pittsburgh. 
The five who came to UM arrived in August to participate in a special orientation of the 
English Language Institute before the start of classes. Now they are attending classes full time 
and working with the Office of International Programs to gain a broad understanding of 
democratic principles and American culture.
International Programs director Mark Lusk has organized a set of activities for them 
which includes a visit to Helena during the legislative session, meetings with civic and business
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leaders, a police department ride-along, volunteer work in the Missoula community and 
participation in public meetings. The group’s one-year experience in Montana will close with 
summer internship next year in a business or public agency.
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